The close anatomical relationship which exists between the nasal cavities and their accessory sinuses renders it necessary that an investigation into the inflammatory conditions of the latter should entail an acquaintance with the bacterial flora of the nasal chambers in health and disease. Further 
The bacteriological investigation of the healthy accessory sinuses during life is practically impossible, and our knowledge of the subject is based upon the examination of these cavities after death. The work of Torne2 must be quoted here, since he alone has published observations of this nature. In all, he examined thirty-six cadavera in which the maxillary and frontal sinuses were healthy. Twenty-two of these cases were examined within two and a half hours 'after death, and in all these the sinuses were found sterile. This is evidence that these sinuses are free from bacteria during life. Of the remaining fourteen cases examined from three to twenty-five hours after death, seven were still sterile and seven contained bacteria. This suggests that the entrance of organisms occurs some hours after death. Thus the maxillary and frontal sinuses were sterile in twenty-nine of the thirty-six cadavera examined within twenty-five hours after death.
V. Bacteriology of Inflammation of the Sinuses.
The bacteriology of sinus inflammation has been studied by several observers, amongst whom Weicliselbaum, E. Frankel, and Dmochowski are prominent. Torne and Pearce also have examined the sinuses after death. In addition we are able to supplement these by an account of our own research. ?Richards,1 in a recent paper, has tabulated thirty cases of suppuration in the antrum, in which sixteen, or fifty-three^ per cent., weie ?f undoubted nasal origin, while six were certainly, and thiee were possibly, due to carious teeth. Lermoyez, on the other hand, and B. Frankel, amongst others, are of opinion that the path of infection is to be found more frequently in connection with the teeth.
From the few quotations thus made, it is evident that considerable diversity of opinion is entertained upon this point.
That the antrum may be infected both by way of the nose and from the teeth, there can be no doubt. The mere fact that it is the most frequently affected of all the sinuses, and so often, too, without any of the other cavities being involved, is strong evidence in favour of the twofold route of infection. Further, we cannot ignore the fact that for the successful treatment of such cases it is essential that due regard should be paid to the condition of the teeth, and that the necessary steps be taken to deal with them. 
